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  Integrated Environmental & Communication Solutions 
 
 
 

   
135 Main Street, Suite 1600 

San Francisco, CA 94105 
  tel 415.227.1100 

 fax 415.227.1110 
www.circlepoint.com 

San Francisco ⋅ Oakland ⋅ Sacramento ⋅ Napa ⋅ Washington, D.C. 

Coastal Water Project EIR Scoping Meetings Comments (Oct. 24-26, 2006) 
 
(Comments are listed under the station at which they were recorded, even if the topic actually 
belonged at another station, so that staff can check back with the correct people to clarify an 
item). 
 
Station 2 – “How Would the Project Work?” 
 

- Why not use the existing water wells north of Salinas River, south of Moss Landing? 
o This would resolve entrainment/impingement issues. 
o This would assist in reducing salt water intrusion. 

- Castroville Water District could utilize desalinated water from a regional-sized project. 
- Why has Moss Landing been chosen for the project site? 
- Why not do a regional project to answer multiple water needs economically? 
- We live in North County; what’s in it for us? 
- Design plant to be expandable for future demands regionally. 
- How would subsurface intake wells affect inland aquifers? 
- What modeling has been done to show effects on the groundwater basins? 
 

Station 3 – “Meeting a Community’s Water Needs” 
 

- Does this project pre-empt the North County doing its own desalination plant later? 
- Why not use an integrated approach to water for the entire area? 
- Issues around 30-inch pipe vs. 36-inch pipelines:  incremental costs; future environmental impact 

of a second pipeline if it’s needed down the line. 
- What kind of rebound will we see for water usage? 
- Is water responsive to growth or is land planning responsive to water? 
- We should be supplying enough water for the existing population and a reasonable amount of 

growth.  
- Is conservation a component of the project? 
- Newer residents (post-1995) should pay the cost of this project. 
- Tiered rate structure has been effective, but not as effective as it could be. 
- Consider Sand City as an alternate location. 
- Future growth should be paid for by new customers and new growth. 
 

Station 4 – “Property and Community Impacts” 
 

- What damage would occur if the storage reservoir tank failed during a disaster (earthquake, 
etc.)?  

- Would there be any warning sounds in the event of disasters? 
- Will there be any safety measures in place at the reservoir if it fails during a disaster or 

emergency? 
- How will CPUC decide on demand and project size? 
- Are other alternatives being considered? 
- Will the EIR consider whether the project is permittable? 
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  Integrated Environmental & Communication Solutions 
 
 
 

   
135 Main Street, Suite 1600 

San Francisco, CA 94105 
  tel 415.227.1100 

 fax 415.227.1110 
www.circlepoint.com 

San Francisco ⋅ Oakland ⋅ Sacramento ⋅ Napa ⋅ Washington, D.C. 

- Los Padres Dam is the better project.  It has many advantages.  For example, electricity 
requirements would provide for protection of river habitat. 

- Having endless water, with no limits, may not be good for community. 
- Water is available in the form of storm water from the Carmel River; it just needs to be stored. 
- Evaluate DDT in Moss Landing Harbor. In 1988, DDT was higher there than in any other 

California waterway. 
- Drinking water needs to exceed standards. Need evidence of water quality data and testing. 
- Increased electric consumption adds to global warming. 
- Are you considering off-shore desalination? 
- What is the storage capacity of the Seaside basin? 
- Are you looking at model projects/solutions in the Mediterranean? 
- Will there be security measures at water tanks (against bio agents, etc.)? 
- In the vicinity of Fort Ord, on which side of Highway 1 will the pipeline be installed? 
- Fuel efficiency of the current technology needs to be addressed in the EIR. 
- Are there any technological improvements on the horizon? 
- Should we delay this decision until a certain point in technology/fuel efficiency has been reached? 
- Will a more detailed map be available (like the poster boards at this meeting)? 
- Commenter expressed concern about the democratic process and residents’ inability to vote on 

the project, especially given previous votes that denied large water expansion projects. 
- Will noise be generated by operations in Seaside? 
- What will the noise impacts be? 
- In the case of a disaster or emergency, will flooding be a potential impact? 
- What are the seismic impacts? 
- Will project impact the aquarium sanctuary and marine life? 
- Monterey County Redevelopment at Fort Ord proposed “East Side Parkway” that will parallel 

General Jim Moore Boulevard and could conflict with the Terminal Reservoir and ASR. 
- What will the NEPA requirements be? 
- How would dredging the existing Los Padres Reservoir solve environmental and water supply 

conditions? 
- Storage is critical. Where is the storage to meet the surge demand? 
- Is desalination plant oversized due to a lack of storage? 
- The larger dam would be environmentally preferable and cost effective 
- How much will this cost? 
- Can the community afford the cost with 40,000 customers? 
- ASR and desalination are two separate projects and should have separate EIRs. 
- Will other regional water supply projects be considered? MCWD? MRWPCA? 
- Commenter expressed concern regarding water quality versus quantity, and at what cost 

(environmental as well as economic). 
- Commenter supports a public agency rather than a for-profit company 
- Commenter expressed concerns regarding the use of a foreign-owned company 
- Will the project address existing and future demand? 
- Site location for the desalination plant: use existing resources/pipelines; use Big Sur. This will 

avoid encroaching on the sanctuary 
- Relocating the ASR component to Monterey area could be cheaper, since the area near Fort Ord 

had polluted groundwater 
- Is there a property identified for use as the MRWPCA site? 
- What’s the timeframe for the project? 
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  Integrated Environmental & Communication Solutions 
 
 
 

   
135 Main Street, Suite 1600 

San Francisco, CA 94105 
  tel 415.227.1100 

 fax 415.227.1110 
www.circlepoint.com 

San Francisco ⋅ Oakland ⋅ Sacramento ⋅ Napa ⋅ Washington, D.C. 

- What considerations have already been made regarding the Marine Sanctuary, the Slough, and 
water quality changes through Fort Ord (potable water)? 

- Would Cal-Am aid in making the community “green”? 
 
Station 5 – “The Ocean and the Land” 
 

- What time period will the analysis cover (cumulative and over time)? 
- What are entrainment impacts on long-living organisms?  
- Is there potential engineering mitigation for the intake methods (like the city in Israel)? 
- Commenter expressed concern for the quality of the engineering and that firm’s/team’s time to 

find/produce sufficient engineering. 
- How will sea otters be impacted? 
- What is brine?  What will the effects of the brine be in terms of water contamination? 
- Will increased temperature of water increase bacteria? 
- How will dry solutes affect land plants and animals? 
- How will sea vegetation (algae, plankton, etc.) be affected? 
- What will the air quality effects on the coast and public health be? 
- Will there be chemicals in the discharged water?  
- Will there be coastal erosion? 
- Commenter expressed concern regarding facility longevity (hotels/buildings) on the coast and the 

potential for erosion 
- How far back will construction of wells need to be? 
- Will erosion affect construction of wells? 
- Investigate the use of existing wells 
- Will shallow wells less than180 feet be considered? (In particular, consider Bob Curry and Malta’s 

functioning HDD well and horizontal directional drilling.) 
- Will pipelines cross over the river? 
- Mention the power plant’s entrainment/larvae impacts 

o Once-through cooling impacts 
o Tidewater gobie impacts  

- What is buffer zone for wetlands and wildlife species? 
 

Rate Questions/Comments  
 

- Tiered rate structure has been effective, but not as effective as it could be 
- Commenter expressed concern about the democratic process and residents’ inability to vote on 

the project, especially given previous votes that denied large water expansion projects. 
- Concerns over foreign-owned company 
- Is Cal-Am going to merge with a German company? 
- How will CPUC decide on demand and project size? 

 
Other Questions/Comments 
 

- Commenter couldn’t find meeting location; it was poorly signed. 
- Tarpy Flats is not at the location shown on the map. The Flats are west of the orange oval on 

map. 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
Comment Form 
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The volume of comments submitted during the public scoping period was very large, and 
therefore the comments—as Attachment 6—are not reprinted here.  However, all comments 
received during scoping are available for review at www.cwp-eir.com.   

Below is a sample comment form.
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ATTENTION:  MR. JENSEN UCHIDA 
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
Comment Form for the Coastal Water Project Environmental Review Process 
 
Date:    

Name:    

Address:    

   

   

   

Email address:    

Phone Number:    
Please provide comments regarding the CPUC’s environmental review of the Coastal Water Project in the 
space provided below. Please fax the completed comment form to (415)-703-2200, or email it to 
JMU@cpuc.ca.gov, or mail it to the following address:  
 

Attn: Jensen Uchida; RE: Coastal Water Project; California Public Utilities Commission; Energy 
Division, Room 4A; 505 Van Ness Avenue; San Francisco, CA  94102 

 
Comments should pertain only to potential environmental impacts or environmental review process topics 
and all comments must be received by the CPUC no later than November_9, 2006.  Information regarding 
this project is available at www.CWP-EIR.com.  PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY. 
Comment: 
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ATTENTION:  MR. JENSEN UCHIDA 
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
Comment Form for the Coastal Water Project Environmental Review Process 
 
Comment continued: 
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